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Required Documents 

I made sure to carefully organize all my necessary documents 

before departure. The key items I brought were my passport with 

the student visa, the Certificate of Eligibility (COE) provided by 

the university, and the Certificate of Admission. Understanding the 

importance of being able to work part-time, I had prepared the 

Application for Permission to Engage in Activities Other Than 

Those Permitted by the Status of Residence Previously 

Granted in advance, which I submitted at the Japanese airport. 

Knowing that many smaller stores in Japan do not accept credit 

cards, I carried a substantial amount of Japanese cash. I also 

brought my VISA credit card for emergencies. Because I need to attend courses taught in 

Japanese, I obtained the JLPT N2 certificate in advance. 

 

Electronics and Apps 

 For electronics, bringing my laptop and smartphone was 

necessary for my studies. One of the best decisions I made was 

arranging a SIM card from CMLink while still in China. This allowed 

me to have internet access immediately upon arrival, which was 

incredibly helpful for navigation and communication. Before leaving 

China, I downloaded LINE and joined the ESOP group chats , which 

helped me connect with my buddy early on. I also added a Suica 

card and a Pasmo card to my mobile wallet, which have been 

indispensable for traveling around Tokyo. 


