
Moving from Thailand and Taiwan to Japan 

SRIANAN Thawanrat 

 I am a Thai student who studied in Taiwan so I have lived in both Thailand and Taiwan before coming to 

Hosei University. I brought my essentials from my home country as well as some from Taiwan. 

What I did in Thailand 

 I applied for my student visa at the Japanese Embassy in Thailand 

and prepared some clothes for the summer season as I would be living 

in Tokyo from spring to summer. In March, Thailand was already very 

hot so it was easy for me to find summer outfits. I also made sure to 

prepare some medicine and take care of my health since the 

temperature difference was significant. Thailand was around 35 degree 

while Japan was about 10 to 15 degree. I brought some basic medicine 

for emergencies, personal items and I also prepared spicy sauces and 

condiments for cooking Thai dishes in the dormitory in case I missed 

home. Additionally, I brought some Thai souvenirs for my HUBs. 

1 Week in Taiwan before coming to Japan 

  Since I am a senior student and it is my last semester in 

college, I decided to come to Hosei University as an 

exchange student. As a result, I couldn’t attend my 

graduation ceremony in Taiwan because it took place during 

the semester at Hosei. Before coming to Japan, I spent one 

week in Taiwan with my Taiwanese and international friends. 

We also took graduation photos together before I left. 

  I drank my favorite bubble milk tea every day before coming here and I brought some snacks from 

Taiwan to share with my HUBs and classmates at Hosei. I also prepared spring outfits in Taiwan since the 

weather there at that time was similar to Japan’s and I brought an umbrella to get ready for the rainy 

season. 

  In addition, I reviewed some Japanese lessons that I had already studied at my home university in 

Taiwan so that I could greet my HUBs in Japanese on the first day we met. I hoped it would help me adjust 

and use basic Japanese greetings with locals. I believe it is very helpful to learn some Japanese words 

and phrases before moving to Japan. It can help in many situations such as in restaurants and studying 

the language also helps us understand the culture and make a good first impression. 


