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Embarking on an exchange journey at Hosei University is an incredible opportunity, but a 

little preparation will go a long way. Beyond learning some basic Japanese survival 

phrases, there are a few practical tips you should keep in mind. 

 

What’s my first step? 

First, you'll want to pack light because 

Tokyo is a shopping paradise where you can 

easily find everything you need. Also, 

remember that Japan is still cash-dominant. 

Cash is essential for daily necessities, like 

temples, local vendors, or even charging your 

IC card. To avoid any inconvenience, be sure 

to exchange enough yen before you arrive. 

 

Goal for a Smooth Start 

Hosei is a very liberal university that covers a wide range of fields beyond your 

imagination. Since you have the flexibility to design your own timetable based on certain 

requirements, setting a clear goal for your time in Japan is highly recommended. 

Establishing this basic concept early will ensure your first few weeks at Hosei, the course 

registration period, are much more relaxed and manageable. 

 

“Nice to meet you. I got you a little something!” 

Finally, bring some souvenirs from your 

home country if your luggage still has some 

space. At Hosei, you’ll not only meet your 

Hubs, but also dozens of exchange students 

from overseas. Small gifts will be the key to 

interacting easily with people from different 

cultural backgrounds. They are the perfect 

icebreakers for making new friends. 


