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A Culture of Courtesy 

The famous Japanese politeness is not just a stereotype; it's a 

real part of daily life. In shops, I'm always greeted with a cheerful 

"Irasshaimase!" (Welcome!). Cashiers handle money and items 

with care, often using both hands. People are generally 

considerate in public, keeping noise down on the subway and 

standing orderly in lines. This creates a respectful and pleasant 

atmosphere everywhere. In schools and dormitories, people often 

greet each other. Clear "おはようございます。" (good morning) or 

"こんにちは" (hello) can be heard everywhere. These greetings are 

often accompanied by subtle, instinctive bows - whether it's a slight 

nod or a more formal bend - expressing respect for the other 

person. 

 

Convenience Store: My Neighborhood Lifesaver 

The politeness is perfectly matched by the amazing convenience of 

convenience stores. Stores like 7-11, FamilyMart, and Lawson are 

true multi-service centers that go far beyond shopping. Of course, I 

can buy food and drinks, but I can also do so much more. I frequently 

use the copy machines to print documents. I can also pay various bills 

at the counter, such as insurance premiums and dormitory internet 

fees. No matter where I’m in Japan, a convenience store is always 

just a few minutes away, ready to serve my needs.They are a lifesaver 

for handling everyday tasks quickly and efficiently. 


